
108 115 6 55-100 

 
* 

** *** 

 

 

                                                                                                     

* DOI:10.6166/TJPS.202606_(108).0002 

 NSTC 114-2410-H-002-142-MY2 114L-900302

“Relations Before Power? Balance of Relations and Balance of Power 

in Vietnam’s Foreign Interactions (1009-1885)” 2025

IPSA 2025, July 12-16, Seoul IPSA

 

** E-mail: stevenchenruc@gmail.com  

*** E-mail: tchang@ntu.edu.tw  
114 1 21 114 6 23  



  
 

56

 

 



108 115 6  57

 

2018

5 2016 2023

tianxia (Bai, 2020; Bell, 2017; Callahan, 2007) all-under-heaven 

(Wang, 2012) 2010

34-49 2012 Chang, 2020, pp. 305-319;Hobson & Zhang, 

2022; Kang, 2010 Sinocentric

Babones, 2017 Khong, 2013

 

1 

20

4
2 

3 

                                                                                                     

1 7 Việt Nam

 
2  
3 



  
 

58

4 

 

Kelly, 2012 Kang, 

2003, 2020; Kang et al., 2018

2023 256-259 2015

2014 163

2022 Meng, 2023; Wang, 2010

 

                                                                                                     

 
4  



108 115 6  59

 

 
 

辺 2003 2-5

all-under-heaven
5 

 

2009

                                                                                                     

5 2024 9-10 all-under-heaven

2021 10 all bound to be related

 



  
 

60

6 

辺 2003 2018 103

 

2016

50-59

2016

2007 123  

Ikenberry 

& Nexon, 2019

2018

                                                                                                     

6 辺 2003

 



108 115 6  61

96-103 嶋 2002

2018

2016

135-136 辺

2006 143-202

2012 94  

John King Fairbank

tributary system

2017

2012 96

19

2015 29-39 2010 37-38

2020 557-561

Nguyen, 2023; 

Wang, 2012

 

2023

173-174 Vuving, 2009, pp. 79-80



  
 

62

Chang, 2024

 

vanguard and agents of civilization

Vu, 2016

Chan, 2020; Liam, 2023

Nguyen, 2023  

 

2016 12

2018

Qin, 2016

2008 2020 557-561

Zhang, 2013

cultural realism 2017

Zhang, 2002  



108 115 6  63

1368 1841

Kang, 2010

cultural restraint

2023 253-261 2017 53-55 2018

109-112 Kelly, 2012  

2005

2015

2017 95

Chinese exceptionalism

2011 Johnston, 1995

Wang, 2010, 2013  

Meng, 2023

2017

2022 2017 97-99

2023  



  
 

64

 

Thiên Hạ

Nguyen, 2023

Nguyen & Ho, 2019

2015

2022 Chang, 2024

1365 1841

Kang et al., 2018  

Brantly 

Womack

2016 Womack, 2006

Liam, 2023

2014

Anderson, 

2013; Nguyen, 2021 Nguyen, 

2019  

2021



108 115 6  65

balance of relationships

Shih, 2017

2018

312 Yu, 2009

 

 
 

Qin, 2018

relational turn Emirbayer, 1997; Jackson & Nexon, 1999

Qin, 

2018

2022 43-44 Pan, 2020, pp. 17-18  

imagined resemblance 7 

                                                                                                     

7 resemblance



  
 

66

2019

prior 

resemblance

improvised resemblance relational turn

 

spontaneous tianxia governed tianxia

2021 Shih, 2024, pp. 20-23 8 

2018 41-42

Shih, 2017, 

pp. 20-22

 

                                                                                                     

 
8 

international society  



108 115 6  67

David Baldwin (2013, pp. 274-275)

relational power

1  

1   

2  

2  

 

3  

3  

 

hierarchial



  
 

68

 

2021 129

 

 

history-informed IR

2018 18 2017

2019

2022 2018 Gerring, 

2004; Seawright & Gerring, 2008  



108 115 6  69

2018

Anthony Reid

 

2017 61

Nguyen, 

2023

 

968

2020 1164

2019

54 1407

1427

Nhà Lê sơ

Nhà Lê Trung Hưng
9 

                                                                                                     

9 



  
 

70

 

1

2

3

 

 
 

(一) 共性與關係 

6 973

 

1368 郞

                                                                                                     

 



108 115 6  71

10 

 
11 

Trần Thiêm Bình

16 1418

1426 4

12 11

1994 214 Trần Cảo

 

8

                                                                                                     

10  
11 

1400 Hồ Quý Ly  
12  



  
 

72

13 

 

10

1950/2020 587-590

11

14 

3 1428

3

1427

 

(二) 共性與衝突 

6

2

62

22

15 

6

                                                                                                     

13 

 
14  
15  



108 115 6  73

7 3

7 9 11 12 16 

7 3 1465

1 7

1975 281-296  

1 
 

1438 
 

 

 

 

1442 
 

 
 

1444 
 

 
 

1446 
 

 
 

1447 
 

  

1456 
 

 
 

1467 
 

 
 

 

                                                                                                     

16 

12

 



  
 

74

6 1527 6

 

15 1536

20 17 

 

19 42

25 1597

18 

                                                                                                     

17  
18 

 



108 115 6  75

 

(一) 共性與關係 

1636 1644

19 

 

20 

21 

晈 22 

 

1646

23 

1647

                                                                                                     

19  
20  
21  
22 21 10  
23 4 6  



  
 

76

敎

 

24 1659

1662

斆

1666

25 

26 

                                                                                                     

24 4  
25 

 
26 

 



108 115 6  77

27 

(二) 共性與衝突 

6 1667

6

54 33

9 28 

1975 6 54

2004

354-397

2

 

2 1724

                                                                                                     

27 

2020

 
28  



  
 

78

29 

2021  

53 1788

30 

2 
 

1689 
 

 
 

 

1697 
 

属    

1725- 

1728 

 
  

 

1743   
 

1771 
 

 
 

 

1777 
 

 
  

 

                                                                                                     

29 

4,000 2

6 1728 2

 
30 53 10  



108 115 6  79

 

1426

1427 1431

1436 10

1646 1659

1666 20

1 31 

 

32 

 

                                                                                                     

31 

 
32 2021 141  



  
 

80

 

 

 

champapura

2015

Reid, 

2015, pp. 47-49

2002 404-439  

衞 33 

34 

 

                                                                                                     

33  
34  



108 115 6  81

mandala 35 

nagara 36 

2017 2020

1

 

1 
 

 
2017  

                                                                                                     

35  
36  



  
 

82

 

Reid, 2015, pp. 179-183

 

 

37 

 

(一) 占城 

38 

1434 1444 1445 1446 1446

 

1446 11

                                                                                                     

37 

 
38  



108 115 6  83

39 

1470

罸 40 

41 
42 

1509

 

                                                                                                     

39 

 
40  
41 

 
42  



  
 

84

(二) 哀牢 

 

1432 1435 1437 1439 1440

1441 1467 1479

 

1564 1571

1700 1706 1756

 

(三) 真臘 

43 

                                                                                                     

43  



108 115 6  85

 

1658
44 

1674
45 1699

1705 1776 1705

1699 1776

 

 

1446

1470 1509

2  

1432

1479 8

                                                                                                     

44  
45  



  
 

86

3

1

 

 

 

2018 10-17

2010 47-48



108 115 6  87

Đối tác chiến 

lược toàn diện 46 

Quan hệ đặc 

biệt
47 

 

 

                                                                                                     

46 cộng đồng chia 

sẻ tương lai 2023 12 24 2023  
47 2025 2 22

2025  



  
 

88

 

2020 20 80

(2) 17-33 [Yu, X.-D. & Cheng, S.-J. (2020). Brief introduction to 

the research on the history of ancient China-Vietnam relations since 1980s. Journal 

of Chinese Culture, (2), 17-33.] 

2020 1950

[Yamamoto, T. (2020). The study of Vietnam history (Bi, S.-H. & Qu, L. Trans.). 

Commercial Press. (Original work published 1950)] 

2014

[Wang, X.-H., & He, X.-H. (2014). Tianxia tixi: Yizhong jiangou shijiezhixu 

de zhongguo jingyan. Guangming Daily Press.] 

2018 [Wang, M.-K. (2018). 

Reflective historiography and historiographical reflection. Shanghai People Press.] 

2006 17(1)

143-202 [Wang, T.-C. (2006). Beyond Tokyo and Kyoto: A study of Chinese 

ancient history by Watanabe Shinichirō. New History, 17(1), 143-202.] 

2014 ——

(2) 93-99 [Zuo, R.-Q. (2014). Discussion on the sub-tributary system of 

Vietnam. Southeast Asian Affairs, (2), 93-99.] 

2018

85-110 [Kan, 

H.-C. (2018). Cong cefeng tizhi kan Hanwei shiqi de guoji guanxi. In Wu, Y.-S. 

(Ed.), Resurgence of China: A dialogue between history and international relations 

(pp. 85-110). Institute for Advanced Studies in Humanities and Social Sciences, 

NTU.] 

2024 [Kan, H.-C. (2024). 

The birth of Tianxia: Shamanism, god, and the Confucian state. Sanmin.] 

2021 [Shih, C.Y. (2021). Guoji 

zhengzhixue de guanxi lilun yu zhongguo. Hanlu.] 

2019 ——

(3) 38-63+34 [Shih, C.Y., Lin, G.-T., & Tang, M.-H. 

(2019). Theorizing relationality in international relations: Tianxia, soft power and 



108 115 6  89

world order. The Journal of International Studies, (3), 38-63+34.] 

2022 (92) 61-107

[Park, B.-B. (2022). The hostile tributary system: The relationship between Liao/ 

Jin and Goryeo. Taiwanese Journal of Political Science, (92), 61-107.] 

2018

3-22 [Wu, Y.-S. (2018). Lishi yu guoguan. In 

Wu, Y.-S. (Ed.), Resurgence of China: A dialogue between history and international 

relations (pp. 3-22). Institute for Advanced Studies in Humanities and Social 

Sciences, NTU.] 

2017 25(8)

27-39 [Lü, Z.-G. (2017). Mandalic system: Study on the regional order of ancient 

Southeast Asia. Pacific Journal, 25(8), 27-39.] 

2015

(5) 28-48 [Li, Y.-F. (2015). The concept of the “Chinese Empire” and 

its world order: A misinterpreted Tianxia order. The Journal of International 

Studies, (5), 28-48.] 

2016 [Li, Y.-F. (2016). Bei wudu de 

tianxia zhixu. Peking University Press.] 

2022 7(2) 156-178 [Wang, W.-H. (2022). 

Chaijie guocheng zhuizong. Quarterly Journal of International Politics, 7(2), 

156-178.] 

2018

311-331

[Chu, C.-H., & Huang, C.-C. (2018). Lishi houjian zhiming 

Zhongde Xinxushi: Cong Yuenan shijiao chufa de Zhongyue guanxi fenxi. In Wu, 

Y.-S. (Ed.), Resurgence of China: A dialogue between history and international 

relations (pp. 311-331). Institute for Advanced Studies in Humanities and Social 

Sciences, NTU.] 

2023

12 14 https://www.cna.com.tw/news/acn/202312140131.aspx [Chiu, 

K.-C. (2023). Zhongyue gongjian mingyun gongtongti? Xuezhe: Yuenan taidu 

baoliu gezi biaoshu. Central News Agency, December 14.] 

2021



  
 

90

(31) 26-38+213 [Duan, H.-Y. (2021). The “Annam border demarcation 

case” during the Yongzheng period of the Qing dynasty under the traditional 

“under heaven system”. China’s Borderland History and Geography Studies, (31), 

26-38+213.] 

2020

(5) 1-8 [Duan, C. & Gao, Y.-W. (2020). 

From “Difference between Yi and Xia” to integration of “Hua and Yi”: A survey 

of history of thoughts on formation of sense of community for the Chinese nation. 

Journal of South-Central University for Nationalities, (5), 1-8.] 

2017 (3) 85-102 [Xu, 

B. (2017). The tributary system in ancient East Asia revisited. The Journal of 

International Studies, (3), 85-102.] 

2007

(10) 113-142 [Xu, J-X. (2007). Tianxia tixi yu shijie zhidu: ping 

“tianxiatixi shijie zhidu zhexue daolun”. Quarterly Journal of International Politics, 

(10), 113-142.] 

2011 藴 (370)

4-33 [Shi, Y.-H. (2011). China in arms: The millennial strategic traditions and their 

diplomatic implications. World Economics and Politics, (370), 4-33.] 

2018 (2) 30-46 [Qin, Y.-Q. (2018). 

A relational theory of world politics. World Politics Studies, (2), 30-46.] 

2008

[Kao, M.-S. (2008). Tianxia zhixu yu wenhuaquan de tansuo: yi 

dongya gudai de zhengzhi yu jiaoyu wei zhongxin. Shanghai Guji.] 

2020

(11) 89-116 [Zhang, F. & Yang, X. (2020). A Negara system: A new 

theoretical perspective on international relations in Southeast Asia. World Economics 

and Politics, (11), 89-116.] 

2009 27(3) 169-256

[Chang, C.-S. (2009). The formation of two key concepts: “Zhongguo” and “Tianxia”. 

Soochow Journal of Political Science, 27(3), 169-256.] 

2023 [Chang, C.-T. 

(2023). The evolution of the views on Chunghua of the Vietnamese literati from 



108 115 6  91

the 18th to the 20th century. Elephant White.] 

2015

12(1) 167-191 [Chang, K.-C. (2015). Comparison of Chinese 

consciousness as expressed by “official Vietnamese historians” and “Vietnamese 

envoys”. Taiwan Journal of East Asian Studies, 12(1), 167-191.] 

2010

19(4) 34-49 [Chang, T.-C. (2010). Qingdai menggu 

mengqi zhidu jianli de yihan: Yizhng “tianxia tixi” guannia xiade guoji zhengzhi 

zhidu chuangxin. Mongolian & Tibetan Quarterly, 19(4): 34-49.] 

2020

541-570 [Chang, T.-C. (2020). Guoji zhixu de weilai. In 

Chang, Y.-C. & Chang, T.-C. (Ed.), International Relations (5th) (pp. 541-570). 

Yangzhi.] 

2023

213- 

270 [Chang, T.-C. (2023). Junxianzhi? Cefengzhi? 

Zhongguo ruogan wangchaozhi Chaoxian bandao zhengce chubu bijiao. In Wu, 

Y.-S. & Chang, T.-C. (Ed.), Great powers pursue hegemony, small countries struggle 

to survive: history in East Asia and IR theories (pp. 213-270). Institute for Advanced 

Studies in Humanities and Social Sciences, NTU.] 

2017

63 63-79 [Chang, T.-C., & Kim, S. (2017) Hedging in 

the tributary system: Case studies of the Korean Peninsula. Chinese Political Science 

Review, (63): 63-79.] 

2012

55(4) 89-123 [Chang, T.-C., & Chen, Y.-H. 

(2012). Revitalization of the tribute system and the rise of the “Under-Heaven 

system”? case studies and reflections on China’s diplomacy. Mainland China 

Studies, 55(4), 89-123.] 

2005

(3) 1-8 [Zhuang, G.-T. (2005). On the illusiveness of tributary 

system: A case of the tributary relations between ancient China and Southeast 

Asia. Southeast Asian Affairs, (3), 1-8.] 



  
 

92

2017 [Mo, X. 

(2017). “Tianxia-chaogong” tixi jiqi shijie zhixuguan. China Social Science Press.] 

2002 [Guo, Z.-T., & Zhang, 

X.-M. (2002). Yuenan tongshi. Renmin University Press.] 

2015

[Tran, A.-D. (2015). The spread and influence of Indian culture in Champa. 

[Unpublished doctoral dissertation]. Yunnan University.] 

2022

(1) 37-61 [Chen, N.-H. (2022). The relational turn in international 

relations theory: Seeking progress in ontology and methodology. The Journal of 

International Studies, (1), 37-61.] 

2017 [Chen, K.-L. (2017). Li he tianxia. Fudan 

University Press.] 

2019 [Chen, H.-Y. (2019). A history 

of Vietnam. The Commercial Press, Taiwan.] 

2019

(2) 223-248 [Fei, H.-T. (2019). Historical method in political science: From 

perspective of comparative historical analysis. PKU Political Science Review, (2), 

223-248.] 

2025

2 22 https://zh.vietnamplus.vn/article-post235924.vnp 

[VietnamPlus. (2025). Yuelaojian jiaqiang sanguo tuanjie, tigao hezuo chengxiao, 

tuidong sanguo guanxi maixiang xin fazhan jieduan. Vietnam Plus, February 22.] 

2016

14(3) 105-110 [Huang, C.-C. (2016). An analysis of the conditions 

and factors of the territorial disputes in the South China Sea from the perspective of 

power asymmetry. Prospect & Exploration, 14(3), 105-110] 

2017 1618-1637

56(1) 53-79 [Yang, S.-Y. (2017). An empirical assessment of the east 

Asian tribute system: A case study of Korea 1618-1637. Wenti yu Yanjiu, 56(1), 

53-79.] 

2018



108 115 6  93

(1368-1449) 19(1) 109-156 [Yang, S.-Y. (2018). Power 

politics and cultural identity in China’s rise: An empirical assessment of Chinese- 

Korean relations 1368-1449. Prospect Quarterly, 19(1), 109-156.] 

2017 —

(7) 63-104 [Wan, X. (2017). Chaogong de mingshi yu chaogong 

zhiwai de dongya: fenlei kuangjiang, anli juyu yu yanjiu jianyi. Quarterly Journal 

of International Politics, (7), 63-104.] 

2015

29 1-56 [Ge, Z.-G. (2015). Dui “tianxia” de xiangxiang: yige wutuobang 

xiangxiang beihou de zhengzhi, sixiang yu xueshu. Reflexion, 29, 1-56.] 

2017 [Ge, Z.-G. (2017). Lishi 

zhongguo de neiyuwai. CUHK Press.] 

2023 46 263-309 [Rong, J. (2023). 

Shuide tianxia? “tianxia tixi” pipan. Reflexion, 46, 263-309.] 

2016 [Zhao, T.-Y. 

(2016). A possible world of all-under-heaven system. CITIC Press.] 

2018 ——

(1) 7-14 [Zhao, T.-Y. (2018). Tianxia 

jiujing shishenme? Jian huiying Salvatore Babones’s “meishi tianxia”. Journal of 

Southwest Minzu University (Humanities and Social Science), (1), 7-14.] 

2018 5(1)

122-133 [Liu, H.-R. (2018). Comparative methods in social sciences: Development, 

controversies and categories. Social Sciences Abroad, 5(1), 122-133.] 

1994 (20) 199-227 [Cheng, W.-S. (1994). 

Lun mingxuanzong qishou Annam. Bulletin of History Department National Cheng 

Kung University, (20), 199-227.] 

2004 1644-1885

[Lay, C.-C. (2004). Qingyue guanxi yanjiu: yi 

maoyi yu bianwu wei tantao zhongxin (1644-1885) [Unpublished doctoral 

dissertation]. National Taiwan Normal University.] 

2022

52(3) 551-590 [Law, L.-Y. (2022). A thousand miles between the 



  
 

94

green duck and the red falcon: The cultural interaction and competition between 

the envoys of Annam and Chosŏn in the Ming-Qing period. Tsinghua Journal of 

Chinese Studies, 52(3), 551-590.] 

2023 (96)

53-92 [Su, C.-W. (2023). The “challenge-reaction” pattern in the rise of the Han 

and Tang dynasties. Taiwanese Journal of Political Science, (96), 53-92.] 

Anderson, J. A. (2013). Distinguishing between China and Vietnam: Three relational 

equilibriums in Sino-Vietnamese relations. Journal of East Asian Studies, 13(2), 

259-280. 

Babones, S. (2017). American tianxia: Chinese money, American power and the end of 

history. Policy Press. 

Bai, T. (2020). Tian Xia: A Confucian model of state identity and global governance. In 

Rossi, I. (Ed.), Challenges of globalization and prospects for an inter-civilizational 

world order (pp. 969-982). Springer International Publishing. 

Baldwin, D. (2013). Power and international relations. In W. Carlsnaes, T. Risse, B. A. 

Simmons (Eds.), Handbook of International Relations (pp. 273-297). SAGE. 

Bell, D. A. (2017). Realizing Tianxia: Traditional values and China’s foreign policy. In 

Wang, B. (Ed.), Chinese Visions of World Order (pp. 129-146). Duke University 

Press. 

Callahan, W. A. (2007). Tianxia, empire and the world: Soft power and China’s foreign 

policy discourse in the 21st century. British Inter-University China Centre Working 

Paper Series, 1(2). 

Chan, T.-D. (2020). From Confucianism to nationalism: Fictive kinship and the making 

of the Vietnamese. Asian Studies, 8(2), 165-183. 

Chang, T. (2020). Governing inter-ethnical international order for China: A comparison 

of Tang’s mollification system and Qing’s Mongolian banner system. Asian Ethnicity, 

21(2), 305-319. 

Chang, Y. (2024). Contested sinicization in the Tianxia all-under-heaven: Civilization 

envy in Vietnam’s “principal graduates of the two kingdoms” literary trope, the 

15th century to the present. American Behavioral Scientist, 68(3), 290-304. 

Emirbayer, M. (1997). Manifesto for a relational sociology. American Journal of 

Sociology, 103(2), 281-317. 



108 115 6  95

Gerring, J. (2004). What is a case study and what is it good for? American Political 

Science Review, 98(2), 341-354. 

Hobson, J., & Zhang, S. (2022). The return of the Chinese tribute system? Re-viewing 

the Belt and Road Initiative. Global Studies Quarterly, 2(4), 1-11. 

Ikenberry, G. J., & Nexon, D. H. (2019). Hegemony studies 3.0: The dynamics of 

hegemonic orders. Security Studies, 28(3), 395-421. 

Jackson, P. T., & Nexon, D. H. (1999). Relations before states: Substance, process and 

the study of world politics. European Journal of International Relations, 5(3), 

291-332. 

Johnston, A. I. (1995). Cultural realism: Strategic culture and grand strategy in Chinese 

history. Princeton University Press. 

Kang, D. C. (2003). Getting Asia wrong: The need for new analytical frameworks. 

International Security, 27(4), 57-85. 

Kang, D. C. (2010). Hierarchy and legitimacy in international systems: The tribute 

system in early modern east Asia. Security Studies, 19(4), 591-622. 

Kang, D. C. (2020). International order in historical East Asia: Tribute and hierarchy 

beyond sinocentrism and eurocentrism. International Organization, 74(1), 65-93. 

Kang, D. C., Nguyen, D. X., Fu, R. T.-M., & Shaw, M. (2018). War, rebellion, and 

intervention under hierarchy: Vietnam-China relations, 1365 to 1841. Journal of 

Conflict Resolution, 63(4), 896-922. 

Kelly, R. E. (2012). A ‘Confucian Long Peace’ in pre-western East Asia? European 

Journal of International Relations, 18(3), 407-430. 

Khong, Y. F. (2013). The American tributary system. The Chinese Journal of International 

Politics, 6(1), 1-47. 

Liam, C. K. (2023). Tianxia as anticosmopolitan and protoracial: A case study of late 

imperial Vietnam. In R. T. Ames, S. Tan & S. Y. H. Yang (Eds.), Tianxia in 

Comparative Perspectives (pp. 39-67). University of Hawaii Press. 

Meng, W. (2023). From defensive realism to hegemonic stability: Explaining the 

interactions Between the imperial China and the surrounding regimes. Fudan 

Journal of the Humanities and Social Sciences, 16(4), 455-475. 

Nguyen, C. T. (2023). History repeating itself: Chineseness in premodern Vietnam and 



  
 

96

its influence on contemporary Vietnam’s policy toward China and Southeast Asia. 

Communist and Post-Communist Studies, 56(2), 58-80. 

Nguyen, T. M. H. (2019). Application of center-periphery theory to the study of Vietnam- 

China relations in the Middle Ages. Southeast Asian Studies, 8(1), 53-79. 

Nguyen, T. M. H. (2021). Tributary activities of Vietnam and Korea with China: 

Similarities and differences. International Journal of Korean History, 26(1), 117- 

144. 

Nguyen, T.-D., & Ho, M.-T. (2019). People as the roots of the state: Democratic elements 

in the politics of traditional Vietnamese Confucianism. Journal of Nationalism, 

Memory & Language Politics, 13(1), 90-110. 

Pan, C. (2020). Enfolding wholes in parts: quantum holography and international 

relations. European Journal of International Relations, 26, 14-38. 

Qin, Y.-Q. (2016). a relational theory of world politics. International Studies Review, 

18(1), 33-47. 

Qin, Y.-Q. (2018). A relational theory of world politics. Cambridge University Press. 

Reid, A. (2015). A history of southeast Asia: Critical crossroad. Wiley-Blackwell. 

Seawright, J., & Gerring, J. (2008). Case selection techniques in case study research: A 

menu of qualitative and quantitative options. Political Research Quarterly, 61(2), 

294-308. 

Shih, C.-Y. (2017). The relational turn east and west from Chinese Confucianism to 

balance of relationships. Korean Political Science Review, 51(6), 107-127.  

Shih, C.-Y. (2024). Relations and roles in China’s internationalism: Rediscovering 

Confucianism in a pluriversal world. SUNY Press. 

Vu, T. (2016). State formation on China’s southern frontier: Vietnam as a shadow 

empire and hegemon. HumaNetten, (37), 39-65. 

Vuving, A. (2009). Operated by world views and interfaced by world orders: Traditional 

and modern Sino-Vietnamese relations. In Anthony Reid and Zhang Yangwen 

(Eds.), Negotiating asymmetry: China’s place in Asia (pp.73-92). Singapore 

University Press. 

Wang, M. (2012). All under heaven (tianxia): Cosmological perspectives and political 

ontologies in pre-modern China. HAU: Journal of Ethnographic Theory, 2(1), 

337-383. 



108 115 6  97

Wang, Y.-K. (2010). Harmony and war: Confucian culture and Chinese power politics. 

Columbia University Press. 

Wang, Y.-K. (2012). Managing regional hegemony in historical Asia: The case of early 

Ming China. The Chinese Journal of International Politics, 5(2), 129-153. 

Wang, Y.-K. (2013). Explaining the tribute system: Power, Confucianism, and War in 

medieval east Asia. Journal of East Asian Studies, 13(2), 207-232. 

Womack, B. (2006). China and Vietnam: The politics of asymmetry. Cambridge University 

Press. 

Yu, I. (2009). Vietnam-China relations in the 19th century: Myth and reality of the 

tributary system. Journal of Northeast Asian History, 1(6), 81-117. 

Zhang, F. (2013). The rise of Chinese exceptionalism in international relations. European 

Journal of International Relations, 19(2), 305-328. 

Zhang, T. (2002). Chinese strategic culture: Traditional and present features. Comparative 

Strategy, 21(2), 73-90. 

西嶋定 （2002）。東アジア世界と册封体制。岩波書店。[Nishijima, S. (2002). Dong 

yaxiya shijie he cefeng tizhi. Iwanami Shoten.] 

渡辺信一郎（2003）。中國古代の王權と天下秩序。校倉書房。[Watanabe, S. (2003). 

Zhongguo gudai de wangquan he tianxia zhixu. Azekura Shobo.] 

鈴木中正（1975）。黎朝後期の清との関係。載於山本達郎（編），ベトナム中国関
係史：曲氏の抬頭から淸仏戰争まで（頁 405-492）。山川。[Suzuki, C. (1975). 

Vietnam’s relations with the Ch’ing in the late period of the Le dynasty. In 

Yamamoto, T. (Ed.), History of international relations between Vietnam and China: 

From the rise of Khuc family to the Sino-French War (pp. 405-492). Yamakawa 

Shuppansha.] 

藤原利一 （1975）。黎朝前期の明との関係。載於山本達 （編），ベトナム中国
関係史：曲氏の抬頭から淸仏戰争まで（頁 253-332）。山川。[Fujiwara, R. 

(1975). Vietnam’s relations with the Ming in the early period of the Le dynasty. In 

Yamamoto, T. (Ed.), History of international relations between Vietnam and China: 

From the rise of Khuc family to the Sino-French War (pp. 253-332). Yamakawa 

Shuppansha.] 



  
 

98

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



108 115 6  99

Tianxia’s Vietnam and Vietnam’s Tianxia: 
An Analysis of Guanxi and Power in the Later Le 

Dynasty’s Foreign Relations* 

Si-yu Chen** & Teng-chi Chang*** 

Abstract 

Tianxia is an important concept in the study of international relations in 
ancient East Asia. Whether it is a philosophical concept, a political system or 
an international system, existing studies on Tianxia focus on China or other 
major powers, while neglecting other states within the system. The Complete 
Annals of Dai Viet. According to Vietnam had used Tianxia to refer to the 
territory it rules, while not fully submitting to China’s Tianxia system. It also 
established relations with other countries in the name of the “Son of Heaven”, 
and punished countries that did not give tribute to Vietnam in a timely manner. 
In this way, Vietnam was both under Tianxia and the core of its own Tianxia, 
accepting tribute from other countries and also paying tribute to China. How 
did Vietnam simultaneously manage these Tianxia relationships? 

This article examines Vietnam during the Later Le Dynasty, and uses 
historical data and documentary archives to analyze how Vietnam established 
and maintained its own Tianxia order through the approaches of balance of 
power and balance of relationships. The article finds that Vietnam was more 
likely to find common ground with countries that had more prior resemblances 
with itself, and once the resemblances were confirmed, both sides tended to 
prioritize conflicts through the balance of relationships approach. However, 
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when such resemblances were in crisis or could not be confirmed, Vietnam was 
more likely to use coercion against weaker countries. These findings not only 
help us understand the international relations of premodern East Asian states, 
but also help us conceptualize the foreign policies of small and medium-sized 
actors under conditions of power asymmetry in the contemporary international 
system. 

Keywords: Tianxia, Vietnamese Diplomacy, Sino-Vietnamese Relations, Balance 
of Relationships, Tributary System 


