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Abstract

Tracing the history of Myanmar’s modern political development reveals a
turbulent journey marked by a series of political reforms since the 1960s.
Notably, for nearly a century—from 1930 to the present—the conflict between
the two opposing forces of those advocating for democracy and the
conservative forces has deeply rooted itself in Myanmar society. The
pro-democracy forces have evolved while facing faced significant challenges
both from within and from outside the political system. This long-term struggle
has become embedded in Myanmar’s democratic transition, driven by popular
resistance against conservative military forces. While the political landscape
may appear calm at various times due to compromises between these opposing
forces, the tensions and struggles underlying these temporary agreements are
crucial for understanding Myanmar’s political development. Departing from
traditional studies that focus on theoretical frameworks, this article proposes a
new perspective by examining Myanmar’s long-term political development
through the lens of a “democratic fault line,” drawing insights from geology.
This article will explore two primary themes: first, identifying the key factors
that place Myanmar’s political development in a dilemma, thereby examining
the causes and current state of its democratic fault line; second, analyzing the
ongoing tension and struggle between the military and pro-democracy forces
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along the democratic fault line, as well as their roles and influences in shaping
or hindering Myanmar’s political development. This article is organized into
four parts: an introduction; the conceptualization and typology of democratic
fault lines based on geological scholarship; an empirical assessment of
political developments in Myanmar within the framework of the democratic
fault line; and a conclusion that summarizes the main findings.

Keywords: Myanmar, Democratization, The Military, Political Development,
Democratic Fault Line



