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APEC was established in the late 1980s as a non-binding regional forum, 
rather than a formal international organization. Its flexible, informal way of 
operation helps its members to work together given their diversities in terms of 
their development level and strategic interests. However, skeptics believe 
APEC’s ineffectiveness is a result of its loose way of operation aforementioned. In 
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and the limitations encountered. The author argues that, in order to cope with 
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