
82 108 12 81-114 

 
 

* 

** *** 

 

2016

speech act

language 

and politics political linguistics

said

implicature unsaid

 

  

                                                                                                     

* DOI:10.6166/TJPS.201912_(82).0003 

MOST 107-2420-H-180- 

001-MY2  

** E-mail:cthuang@mail.nou.edu.tw  

*** E-mail: rxchu@mail.shu.edu.tw  

107 11 8 108 2 14  



  
 

82

 

2016 8 1

2016

2016 9

 

2016

2016a 2016b

・ 2016a 2016b 2016 2016

2018 2016  

2017 2016

2016 2017

indigenous studies

 

speech act 2008

national apology



82 108 12  83

 

language and politics

political linguistics

said

implicature

unsaid

 

 

 

linguistic features

naturalistic text

social fact

 

Critical Linguistics Halliday 

(1985)



  
 

84

grammatical structure

Wilson, 2015: 781  

generic type of discourse

 

 

2016 8 1

2016

2016

 

texts Phonology

speech event



82 108 12  85

1 

 

 

2008

Gibney et al. (2008)

the age of apology

sorry states a sorry world

Lind, 2008 Nobles, 2008

Barkan & Karn, 

2006 Celermajer, 2009 Smith, 2008 2013 Tavuchis, 1991 Weiner, 2005

Wohl et al., 2011  

official apology

Corntassel & Holder, 2008 Howard-Hassmann, 2012 public 

apology political apology collective apology

Edwards, 2010 institutional apology

interpersonal 

apology  

Harris et al. (2006)

                                                                                                     

1 non-verbal

 



  
 

86

MacLachlan, 2015

Murata, 1998 previous administration

Blatz et al., 2009

Edwards & Luckie, 2014

Murphy, 2014 Harris 

et al., 2006: 725  

historical apology

apologizer  transgressor

sincerity

Cunningham, 1999 Murphy, 2014: 129-130

the sins of the nation

Celermajer, 2009

illocutionary recognition

 

position of authority

perlocutionary goal

Murphy, 2014: 129-130  

recantation



82 108 12  87

Battistella, 

2014: 116 Murphy, 2014: 131-162

 

material symbolic

Edwards, 2010  

acceptance of 

responsibility

Wilson, 2015: 784-785

Thompson (2012: 223)

expression of remorse

admission of guilt

taking responsibility

 



  
 

88

 

 

discourse analysis genre

interpersonal  

3,241 2 

4

4

 

 

apology statement

the apology proper Murphy, 2015

I’m sorry  Naming the offence

Cirillo et al., 2016

                                                                                                     

2  



82 108 12  89

9

 

authenticity

valid legitimate Augoustinos et al., 2011: 22

 

Illocutionary Force Indicating Device Olshtain 

& Cohen, 1983: 22-23

apology sorry

regret sorrow

Meier, 1998

John Howard

deep regret Augoustinos et al., 2011: 11

 

LeCouteur, 2001  



  
 

90

 
1  

2 

3 

4 

5  

6  

7  

8  

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

2 3 4

6

9

10 3 

2016 2016  

9

Tager (2014)

                                                                                                     

3 9

2018  



82 108 12  91

full forgiveness

illocutionary act

 

collective

firsthand experiential accounts

Augoustinos et al., 2011: 14

 

Howard

personal

Corntassel & Holder, 2008

internment

your fellow Americans

Battistella, 2014: 125

 

 



  
 

92

corpus linguistics

concordance 1

 

1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



82 108 12  93

Tjuku

2016a 2014

4 

otherness

・ 2016a  

justifying the apology

Murphy, 2014: 151

 

agenda-setting

 

 

                                                                                                     

4  



  
 

94

blemish Augoustinos et al., 2011  

inclusive

emotion

 

 

2016

Balay

Sbalay

 

Sbalay  

Corntassel & Holder (2008)



82 108 12  95

 

 

lexical semantics

 

X Y X 

apologize for Y X Y

presupposition assertion

Lakoff, 2015: 299

Y A Addressee X Y X

Y X Y X Y

excuse 5 justification 6 explanation 7

X

A X

X

A Y X Y

 

X Y

                                                                                                     

5 X Y X Y

Lakoff, 2015  
6 X Y Lakoff, 2015  
7 X Y A Y A Y

Lakoff, 2015  



  
 

96

assertion X Y

X Y

A X A

A X

Speech act puts X one-down vis-à-vis A Lakoff, 2015: 299

 

 

 

hollow, symbolic gesture cheap 

reconciliation Corntassel & Holder, 2008

 



82 108 12  97

 

redress non-recurrence

Murphy, 2014: 155-156

 

apology token

Murphy, 2014: 161 Harris 

et al. (2006)

reparation

symbolic 

act

public image

Barlow et al., 2015 Kampf, 2009  

de-link de-emphasized

 



  
 

98

 

 

Corntassel & Holder, 2008  

 

giving praise

Murphy, 2014: 159

 

 

 



82 108 12  99

register

 

 

 

 

Howard

PM Transcripts, 2000

Rudd

Augoustinos et al., 2011  



  
 

100

Corntassel & 

Holder, 2008 politics of 

distraction  

2016

 

……

 

 

 

 

Thompson (2012)



82 108 12  101 

 

 

doing things with words Austin, 

1975 Murphy, 2015

Austin

locutionary act

Austin

word to world  

naming

Battistella, 2014: 116-118

 

Battistella, 2014: 

116

public representation



  
 

102

personalized nationalized

executive

translation

 

 

2  

2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

discursive reframing Augoustinos et al., 



82 108 12  103 

2011: 2-5 Nobles, 2008

history wars Macintyre & Clark, 2004

togetherness

 

 

Augoustinos 

et al., 2011: 20

 

2016

 

nation to nation

2016b

 



  
 

104

 

recolonization Corntassel & Holder, 2008

Short, 2016  

 

framing

Lakoff, 2004

Alfred & Corntassel, 

2005

 

Lakoff (2004 2014)
8 Don’t think of an elephant

Lakoff

                                                                                                     

8 Lakoff

 



82 108 12  105 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

direct



  
 

106

explicit unqualified

 

 

 

 



82 108 12  107 

 

 

2016

https://www.apc.gov.tw/portal/getfile?source=2D838540F5 

D6F659FAFB9859EF31AC3B381A272F479D65D98D902DFAAFC2E154E

22D9DDFD02CF8D3A8689DD71654634DCF2E34463D8758813B91B9DF

71659F0C&filename=100FF5BB5AC076B36D453F007DBD1FD173646E4

FE9C70F84C85BDD8241421A32 2018/11/03 Office of the President 

Republic of China (Taiwan). 2016. “Tsai ing wen zongtong daibiao zhengfu 

xiang yuanzhuminzu daoqianwen” [President Tsai Ing-wen Apologized on the 

Morning of August 1 to the Indigenous Peoples on Behalf of the Government]. 

in https://www.apc.gov.tw/portal/getfile?source=2D838540F5D6F659FAFB 

859EF31AC3B381A272F479D65D98D902DFAAFC2E154E22D9DDFD02

CF8D3A8689DD71654634DCF2E34463D8758813B91B9DF71659F0C&fil

ename=100FF5BB5AC076B36D453F007DBD1FD173646E4FE9C70F84C85

BDD8241421A32. Latest update 24 April 2019. 

，2016，

http://health.ltn.com.tw/article/politics/breakingnews/1780767 2018/11/03

Liberty Times Net. 2016. “Duixian chengnuo! Tsai ing wen daibiao zhengfu 

xiang yuan zhumin daoqian” [Deliver a Promise! Tsai Ing Wen Apologizes 

to the Aborigines on Behalf of the Government.]. in http://health.ltn.com.tw/ 

article/politics/breakingnews/1780767. Latest update 24 April 2019. 

2016 —

https://www.ey.gov.tw/Page/5A8A0CB5B41DA11E/e711be28-85e4-42 

d4-a93b-73299b03c53d 2018/11/03 Executive Yuan. “ Yuanzhuminzu ri

taiwan shehui hejie yu hexie de kaishi” [“Aboriginal Day” - the Beginning of 

Social Reconciliation and Harmony in Taiwan!]. in https://www.ey.gov.tw/ 

Page/5A8A0CB5B41DA11E/e711be28-85e4-42d4-a93b-73299b03c53d. Latest 

update 24 April 2019. 

2017

1(2): 5-20 Kuan, Da-wei. 2017. “Cong 

daoqian hejie dao zhengyi shixian: tan yi guotu jihua luoshi yuanzhuminzu 

tudiquan zhi keneng” [Apology, Reconciliation and Realization of Justice: 



  
 

108

Discussion on National Land Planning and the Realization of Indigenous 

Land Rights]. Taiwan Indigenous Law Review 1(2): 5-20. 

2016a Tjuku https:// 

www.twre porter.org/a/opinion-indigenous-policy 2018/11/03 Lin, Yih-ren. 

2016a. “Tjuku Tsai ing wen zongtong ruhe xiang yuanzhuminzu daoqian” 

[How Tjuku President Tsai Apologized to the Indigenous Peoples?]. in https:// 

www.twreporter.org/a/opinion-indigenous-policy. Latest update 24 April 2019. 

2016b Sbalay

https://www.twreporter.org/a/president-apology-to- 

indigenous-people 2018/11/03 Lin, Yih-ren. 2016b. “Ling, Yih-ren/Sbalay, 

yao chixu xiaqu ping tsai ing wen zongtong xiang yuanzhuminzu de daoqian” 

[Ling, Yih-ren/Sbalay. To Be Continued: Comment on President Tsai’s Apology 

to Indigenous Peoples]. in https://www.twreporter.org/a/president-apology-to- 

indigenous-people. Latest update 24 April 2019. 

2016 sbalay

6(3): 135-144 Piling, Howmi. 2016. “Wo men yao 

neng zhen xiang diao cha de sbalay: zhen zheng de yuan zhu min zu li shi 

zheng yi” [We Want Reconciliation Sbalay that Can Unravel the Truth: Real 

Historical Justice for Indigenous Peoples]. Journal of the Taiwan Indigenous 

Studies Association 6(3): 135-144. 

2016

6(3): 161-172 Hung Chien, Ting-hui. 2016. “Cong jianada 

xin zhengfu jingyan kan guojia daoqian yu lishi zhengyi” [State Apology 

and Historical Justice: The Experience of Canada]. Journal of the Taiwan 

Indigenous Studies Association 6(3): 161-172. 

2016

6(3): 173-193. Coucil of Indigenous Peoples. 2016. “Zong tong 

da xuan tsai ing wen yuan zhu min zu zheng ce zhu zhang” [2016 Presidential 

Election Tsai’s Aboriginal Policy Proposition]. Journal of the Taiwan Indigenous 

Studies Association 6(3):173-193. 

2017

61: 185-221 Chang, Chun-mei. 2017. “Sikao lishineng dongli: 

yuanzhumin lizudian yu pipan de zhanyan zhengzhi” [On Historical Agency: 

Indigenous Standpoints and the Critical Politics of Performativity]. Taiwanese 



82 108 12  109 

Journal of Sociology 61: 185-221. 

・ 2016a Sbalay

The Naws Lens https://www.then 

ewslens.com/article/46112 2018/11/03 Saiviq Kisasa & Yung-ching Lo. 

2016a. “Sbalay de xianwai zhiyin (shang): xiaoing de daoqian yishi yu

bianyi hangshi ” [Sbalay’s Extra-stringed Sound (one): Xiao Ing’s Apology 

Ceremony and “Cheap Action”]. in https://www.thenewslens.com/article/ 

46112. Latest update 24 April 2019. 

・ 2016b Sbalay

The Naws Lens https://www. 

thenewslens.com/article/46113?utm_source=www.thenewslens.com&utm_

medium=tnla_recommend&utm_campaign=TagRecommend 2018/11/03

Saiviq Kisasa & Yung-ching Lo. 2016b. “Sbalayde xian wai zhi yin (xia):

diyi gonghe haishi guo yu guo guanxi ” [Sbalay’s Extra-stringed Sound 

(Two): “First Republic” or “State-to-state Relationship?”]. in https://www. 

thenewslens.com/article/46113?utm_source=www.thenewslens.com&utm_

medium=tnla_recommend&utm_campaign=TagRecommend. Latest update 

24 April 2019. 

2016

494: 2-7 Kuo, Yue-foo. 2016. “You yuan han guanxi 

zhenxiang kan tsai zongtong dui yuanzhumin de daoqian zhiciwen ” 

[Reviewing President Tsai Ing-wen’s “Apology to Indigenous People” in 

Light of “the Truth of the Relationship Between Han and Indigenous Peoples”]. 

Legein Monthly 494: 2-7. 

2016  https:// 

www.upmedia.mg/news_info.php?SerialNo=1553 2016/08/04 Liu, Mei-yu. 

2016. “Zongtong dou daoqian le yuanzhumin zai kangyi shi me ne” [The 

President Has Apologized. Why the Aborigines Are Still Protesting?]. in 

https://www.upmedia.mg/news_info.php?SerialNo=1553. Latest update 24 

April 2019. 

伃 2018 https://www. 

upmedia.mg/news_info.php?SerialNo1399 Hsiao, Ling-yu. 2018. “Tsai ing 

wen daoqian yu taiwan de huiwu wenhua” [Tsai Ing Wen’s Apology and 

Taiwan’s Repentance Culture]. in https://www.upmedia.mg/news_info.php? 



  
 

110

SerialNo1399. Latest update 24 April 2019. 

2016

https://indigenous-justice.president.gov.tw/doc/apology_text/Amis. 

pdf 2018/11/03 Presidential Office Indigenous Historical Justice and 

Transitional Justice Committee. 2016. “Tsai ing wen zongtong daibiao zhengfu 

xiang yuanzhuminzu daoqianwen (ingwen ban)” [President Tsai Ing-wen 

Apologized on the Morning of August 1 to the Indigenous Peoples on Behalf 

of the Government]. in https://indigenous-justice.president.gov.tw/doc/apology_ 

text/Amis.pdf. Latest update 22 April 2019. 

2018

https://indigenous-justice.president.gov.tw/Page/18 2018/11/03

Presidential Office Indigenous Historical Justice and Transitional Justice 

Committee. 2018. “Weishime yao daoqian?: Tsai ing wen zongtong de jiu ge 

liyou yu ba xiang chengnuo” [Why Apologize? Tsai Ing-wen’s Nine Reasons 

and Eight Promises]. in https://indigenous-justice.president.gov.tw/Page/18. 

Latest update 24 April 2018. 

2016  10

http://a.udn.com/focus/2016/08/01/23612/index.html 2018/11/03

United Evening News. 2016. “Tsai zongtong chuan paiwan tuteng xizhuang 

xiang yuanzhumin daoqian shi ci” [President Tsai Wears a Paiwan Totem 

Suit to Apologize to the Aborigines for10 Times]. in http://a.udn.com/focus/ 

2016/08/01/23612/index.html. Latest update 24 April 2019. 

2014 https:// 

www.storm.mg/article/34024 2018/11/03 Yan, Zhen-kai. 2014. “Yuanzhumin 

gaohu tsai ing wen shi women paiwanzu zongtong” [Aboriginal Shouts: Tsai 

Ing Wen is Our Paiwan President]. in https://www.storm.mg/article/34024. 

Latest update 24 April 2019. 

2016 https:// 

theinitium.com/article/20160803-opinion-yenwanlin-transitional-justice/

2018/11/03 Yen, Wan-ling. 2016. “Tsai dui yuanmin daoqian, he yi dailai 

gengduo fenrao?” [Tsai Apologizes to the Aborigines. Why Ends up with More 

Troubles?]. in https://theinitium.com/article/20160803-opinion-yenwanlin- 



82 108 12  111 

transitional-justice/. Latest update 24 April 2019. 

2016 10  

https://tw.appledaily.com/new/realtime/20160801/919559/ 2018/ 

11/03 Apple Online. 2016. “Tsai zongtong xiang yuanzhumin daoqian shi ci 

pan shi maixiang hejie de kaishi” [President Tsai Apologizes to the Aborigines 

for 10 Times and is Looking Forward to the Beginning of Reconciliation]. in 

https://tw.appledaily.com/new/realtime/20160801/919559/. Latest update 24 

April 2019. 

 

Alfred, T. & J. Corntassel. 2005. “Being Indigenous: Resurgences against 
Contemporary Colonialism.” Government and Opposition 40(4): 597-614. 

Augoustinos, M., B. Hastie, & M. Wright. 2011. “Apologizing for Historical 
Injustice: Emotion, Truth and Identity in Political Discourse.” Discourse & 
Society 22(5): 1-25. 

Austin, J. L. 1975. How to Do Things with Words. Cambridge, MA: Harvard 
University Press. 

Barkan, E. & A. Karn. 2006. Taking Wrongs Seriously: Apologies and 
Reconciliation. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press. 

Barlow, F. K., M. Thai, M. J. Wohl, S. White, M. A. Wright, & M. J. Hornsey. 
2015. “Perpetrator Groups Can Enhance Their Moral Self-image by Accepting 
Their Own Intergroup Apologies.” Journal of Experimental Social Psychology 
60: 39-50. 

Battistella, E. L. 2014. Sorry about That: The Language of Public Apology. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press. 

Blatz, C. W., K. Schumann, & M. Ross. 2009. “Government Apologies for 
Historical Injustices.” Political Psychology 30(2): 219-241. 

Celermajer, D. 2009. The Sins of the Nation and the Ritual of Apologies (Vol. 72). 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Cirillo, L., I. Colón de Carvajal, & A. C. Ticca. 2016. “I’m Sorry Naming the 
Offense: A Format for Apologizing.” Discourse Processes 53(1-2): 83-96. 

Corntassel, J. & C. Holder. 2008. “Who’s Sorry Now? Government Apologies, 
Truth Commissions, and Indigenous Self-determination in Australia, Canada, 
Guatemala, and Peru.” Human Rights Review 9(4): 465-489. 



  
 

112

Cunningham, M. 1999. “Saying Sorry: The Politics of Apology.” The Political 
Quarterly 70(3): 285-293. 

Edwards, J. A. 2010. “Apologizing for the Past for a Better Future: Collective 
Apologies in the United States, Australia, and Canada.” Southern 
Communication Journal 75(1): 57-75. 

Edwards, J. A. & A. Luckie. 2014. “British Prime Minister Tony Blair’s Irish 
Potato Famine Apology.” Journal of Conflictology 5: 33-41. 

Gibney, M., R. E. Howard-Hassmann, J. M. Coicaud, & N. Steiner. 2008. The Age 
of Apology: Facing Up to the Past. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania 
Press. 

Halliday, M. A. K. 1985. An Introduction to Functional Grammar. London: Edward 
Arnold. 

Harris, S., K. Grainger, & L. Mullany. 2006. “The Pragmatics of Political 
Apologies.” Discourse & Society 17(6): 715-737. 

Howard-Hassmann, R. 2012. “Official Apologies.” Transitional Justice Review 
1(1): 31-53. 

Kampf, Z. 2009. “Public (non-) Apologies: The Discourse of Minimizing 
Responsibility.” Journal of Pragmatics 41(11): 2257-2270. 

Lakoff, G. 2004. Don’t Think of an Elephant!. Vermont: Chelsea Green. 

Lakoff, G. 2014. The All New Don’t Think of An Elephant!: Know Your Values and 
Frame the Debate. White River Junction, Vermont: Chelsea Green Publishing. 

Lakoff, R. T. 2015. “Nine Ways of Looking at Apoligies: The Necessity for 
Interdisciplinary Theory and Method in Discourse Analysis.” In The handbook 
of discourse analysis, eds. Deborah Tannen, Heidi Hamilton, & Deborah 
Schiffrin. London: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 293-308. 

LeCouteur, A. 2001. “On Saying Sorry: Repertoires of Apologies to Australia’s 
Stolen Generations: Argument, Rhetoric and Identity in Public Reasoning.” 
Australian Psychologist 36: 51-61. 

Lind, J. 2008. Sorry States: Apologies in International Politics. London: Cornell 
University Press. 

Macintyre, S. & A. Clark. 2004. The History Wars. Melbourne: Melbourne 
University Publishing. 

MacLachlan, A. 2015. “Trust Me, I’m Sorry: The Paradox of Public Apology.” 
The Monist 98(4): 441-456. 

Meier, A. J. 1998. “Apologies: ‘What do We Know?’” International Journal of 



82 108 12  113 

Applied Linguistics 8(2): 215-231. 

Murata, K. 1998. “Has He Apologized or Not?” Pragmatics. Quarterly Publication 
of the International Pragmatics Association (IPrA) 8(4): 501-513. 

Murphy, J. 2014. Apologies in the Discourse of Politicians: A Pragmatic Approach. 
Doctoral dissertation, Department of Philosophy, University of Manchester, 
Manchester. 

Murphy, J. 2015. “Revisiting the Apology as a Speech Act: The Case of 
Parliamentary Apologies.” Journal of Language and Politics 14(2): 175-204. 

Nobles, M. 2008. The Politics of Official Apologies. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 

Olshtain, E. & A. Cohen. 1983. “Apology: A Speech Act Set.” In Sociolinguistics 
and Language Acquisition, eds. Nessa Wolfson & Elliot Judd. Rowley: 
Newbury House, 18-35. 

PM Transcripts. 2000. “John Howard: Interview with Tim Lester.” in https://pmtran 
scripts.pmc.gov.au/release/transcript-22789. Latest update 24 April 2019. 

Short, D. 2016. Reconciliation and Colonial Power: Indigenous Rights in Australia. 
London: Routledge. 

Smith, N. 2008. I Was Wrong: The Meanings of Apologies. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 

Smith, N. 2013. “Just Apologies: An Overview of the Philosophical Issues.” 
Pepperdine Dispute Resolution Law Journal 13(1): 35-103. 

Tager, M. 2014. “Apologies to Indigenous Peoples in Comparative Perspective.” 
in http://ir.lib.uwo.ca/iipj/vol5/iss4/7. Latest update 24 April 2019. 

Tavuchis, N. 1991. Mea Culpa: A Sociology of Apology and Reconciliation. 
Stanford: Stanford University Press. 

Thompson, J. 2012. “Is Political Apology a Sorry Affair?” Social & Legal Studies 
21(2): 215-225. 

Weiner, B. A. 2005. Sins of the Parents: The Politics of National Apologies in the 
United States. Philadelphia: Temple University Press. 

Wilson, J. 2015. “Political Discourse.” In The Handbook of Discourse Analysis, 
eds. Deborah Tannen, Heidi Hamilton, & Deborah Schiffrin. London: John 
Wiley & Sons, Inc., 775-794. 

Wohl, M. J., M. J. Hornsey, & C. R. Philpot. 2011. “A Critical Review of Official 
Public Apologies: Aims, Pitfalls, and a Staircase Model of Effectiveness.” 
Social Issues and Policy Review 5(1): 70-100. 



  
 

114

A Political Linguistics Analysis of 
President Tsai Ing-wen’s Apology to 

Taiwan’s Indigenous Peoples* 

Morgan Chih-tung Huang** & Rong-xuan Chu*** 

Abstract 

The 2016 national apology by the Taiwanese President starts a new 
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peoples. In this political linguistics analysis of Tsai Ing-wen’s apology, we 
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