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2012: 26-27  

Walker (2012: 8-9)
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justice justice as recognition 1 

Schlosberg (2007)

capacity approach

 

United States Environmental Protection Agency

Office of Environmental Justice

2 US Environmental Protection Agency, 

2016a

3 US Environmental 

Protection Agency, 2016a

                                                                                                     
1 Walker

 
2 “Environmental Justice is the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all 

people regardless of race, color, national origin, or income with respect to the development, 

implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies.”  
3 “(Fair treatment means) no group of people should bear a disproportionate share of 

the negative environmental consequences resulting from industrial, governmental and 

commercial operations or policies.” 
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4 US Environmental Protection Agency, 2016a

2009a 2009b  

Been, 1992; 1994

1978

Niagara Falls, New York Love Canal

useless housewife data

Gibbs, 1983

recognized

1982 Warren County, North 

Carolina

                                                                                                     
4 “1. People have an opportunity to participate in decisions about activities that may 

affect their environment and/or health. 2. the public’s contribution can influence the regulatory 

agency’s decision, 3. their concerns will be considered in the decision making process, 4. 

the decision makers seek out and facilitate the involvement of those potentially affected.”  
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Waneck, 1994: 44-48 Mcgurty, 2007: 51
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5 2015  
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2013 15-19

2016

2,967

90 6 

2,877 7 

 

brownfields

2012 9

8 US Environmental 

                                                                                                     
6 2 18

 
7 2 17

 
8 “A brownfield is a property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which may 

be complicated by the presence or potential presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or 

contaminant.”  
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Protection Agency, 2016b
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2014 Agency for Toxic Substances & Disease Registry, 2015

 

 

Swift (2006: 11)

 

Schlosberg (2007: 4-5)

Rawls
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11 

12 

Iris Young

Young (1990: 22-23)

 

 

                                                                                                     
11 “the act of accepting that something is true or important or that it exists”; “the 

act of accepting someone or something as having legal or official authority” 
12 “The action or process of recognizing or being recognized, in particular: identification 

of a thing or person from previous encounters or knowledge; acknowledgement of the 

existence, validity, or legality of something. 
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Fraser, 1997  

Oklahoma Quapaw
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Bryant and Mohai (2011: 34)

environmental awareness
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Amartya Sen Martha 

Nussbaum

Sen, 1999: 75

Sen, 1985: 197
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Roberts, 1998
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Platt, 2004: 39-41  
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Constructing Excellence, 
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Prerequisites for Practicing  
Procedural Environmental Justice: 

A Case Study on the Reclamation  
of Polluted Land in Taiwan* 

Tsuey-ping Lee** 

Abstract 

Applying the recognition and capacity approach from contemporary 
theories of justice, the difficulties of and prerequisites for practicing procedural 
environmental justice in brownfield redevelopment are explored in this paper. 
Meaningful public participation in the decision-making process is the core of 
practicing procedural environmental justice. By observing the polluted land 
reclamation program which intends to establish public participation mechanism 
for the first time in Taiwan, this paper analyzes the gap between ideal kind of 
public participation and the reality in practice. The major finding of this 
research is that the interaction between recognition and capacity affects the 
public participation process. A lack of recognition between stakeholders 
reduces participatory incentives for the neighboring residents. In addition, a 
lack of professional capacity impedes stakeholders’ meaningful contribution to 
the decision-making process. This paper concludes by naming prerequisites for 
practicing procedural justice in brownfield redevelopment as follows. The 
government recognizes the losses suffered by pollution victims and the 
environmental risks faced by the neighboring residents; the residents recognize 
their right to a healthy environment; and the residents are equipped with the 
professional knowledge to participate in the decision-making process. 

Keywords: Environmental Governance, Environmental Justice, Procedural 
Environmental Justice, Brownfield Redevelopment Policy, 
Reclamation of Polluted Land 
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