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The Durability of Democratic
System

Lu Ya-Li

The aim of This paper is to examine The durability of democratic
system. The questions which it attempts to answer include: 1) What
are the prerequisites for the establishment of democratic system with
reasonable chances of survival and durability ? 2) What are the major
factors which lead to the breakdown of democratic systems? and 3)
What is the prospect of democratization in The Republic of China on
Taiwan.

There are economic, cultural, social, ontextual prerequisites for the
establishment of democratic systems. Scholars tend to disagree regard-
ing the relative weight of their factors in determing the durability of
democratic systems. The major factors leaing to the breakdown of
democratic systems are of two kinds: 1) structural factors, and 2) fac-
tors pertaining to the political strategy and tactics in handling crises of
the governing elites.

The Republic of China on Taiwan has been undergoing a process
of democratization for several years. The economic, social and educa-
tional prerequisites for democracy have been brought into existence,
but the country still lacks a healthy party system and a value system to

ensure fair competition for political power.



