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U.S.-Japan Relations and the
Situation of Northeast Asia
in the Post-Cold War Era

Vincent W. Chen

Abstract

The end of the Cold War has not helped in bringing about the stability
in East Asia. The confrontation between two Koreas and issues of the poss-
ible possession of nuclear weapons by North Korea are still a major factor
affecting the stability of Northeast Asia. The Russo-Japanese disputes in the
Northern Territories must be solved peacetully in odrer to promote economic
cooperation between Japan and Russia. In addition, mainland China’s econ-
omic development and military modernization will to some extent affect the
situation of the region. But, due to the lack of a multilateral dialogue on
politico-security matters alomst all the nations in the region are worried
about Chinese move in the future.

Under such circumstances, the future statility of Northeast Asia may de-
pend on the U.S.-Japan alliance. Both countries should consult one another
about issues concerning the situation in Northeast Asia. In regard of promot-
ing economic cooperation in the region and establishing a muitilateral secur-
ity dialogue, the U.S. and Japan should take a more positive and coherent ap-
proach. In doing so, the U.S.-Japan alliance will contribute to increase pros-
perity and stability for the region. U.S.-Japan relations in the Post-Cold War
era will be more meaningful in contributing to the stability of the region

than it was in the years of the Cold War.
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