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ThisWorld or Beyond?
-- Augustinian Poalitical Theology
or Lockean Toleration

Sy-Shyan Chen

Abstract

This is a study of the origins of political theologand contemporary
Erastianism. St. Augustine in the fifth centurypmulgated such a doctrine as
the correction of heresies, which is the naturabtiary of his political theology.
Yet John Locke in the seventeenth century offer@tea of religious toleration,
to mitigate the increasingly harsh sectarian cordrsies. This essay tries to
show that each of them is justifiable with regatdsits particular historical
context, viz., the age of universal empire and khig, and the age of
democracy.

Yet, we are urged to be highly alert on such a enas the reproduction of
the persecution of heresies in this modern eratirtiythough, politics and faith
have been largely separated. But we can easilytlsstethe separation of the
secular and the religious does not eliminate thessjlities of spiritual
conflicts in making some of our policies. Todayntoversies such as gene
reproduction and abortion have divided our societiliere no easy consensus
can yet be made. The gaps are due to some defepedi€es in the articles of
faith; and we are left to contemplate on the scopesuch ethico-religiously

oriented disputes and the proper attitude in fa¢hem.



