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Which of the following statements comes closest to your own opinion?
1. Democracy is always preferable to any other kind of government.
2. Under some circumstances, a dictatorship (totalitarian, authoritarian) government can be
preferable to a democratic one.
3. For people like me, it does not matter whether we have a democratic or a nondemocratic
regime
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Political Support and Democratic
Consolidation

Tsong-Jyi Lin*

Abstract

This study attempts to explore Taiwan's democratization by examining public
support at three levels: political community, regime, and authority. There are
several findings. First, democracy did not emerge on the island until the identity
controversy of the political community was solved both at the elite and mass levels.
Taiwanese have high consensus on the boundary and membership of political
community over the past decade. Although the DPP government has continuously
raised the independence issues since 2000, over 85% of Taiwanese people favor de
facto independence, over de jure independence. Secondly, Taiwanese support for
democracy was unstable during the period 1998-2004. Compared to other cases, the
percentage of Taiwanese support for democracy is relatively low, standing at
between 43% and 55%. Thirdly, most Taiwanese are unsatisfied with the
performance of political authority. The outputs of executive and legislative
branches in particular exert significant influence on public support for democracy.
Apparently, the quality of democratic governance is highly related to the
consolidation of Taiwanese democracy. In conclusion, this study suggests that the
political elite should pay more attention to institutional performance, instead of the
independence issues.

Keywords: Political Support, Political Trust, Democratic Governance, Demaocratic
Consolidation
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