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National Democratic Salvation Front (NDSF) 117 35.67%
Romanian Democratic Convention (RDC) alliance 82 25.00%
National Salvation Front (NSF) 43 13.11%
Romanian National Unity Party 30 9.15%
Hungarian Democratic Union of Romania 27 8.23%
Greater Romania Party (Romania Mare) 16 4.88%
Socialist Labour Party 13 3.96%
Total 328
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National Democratic Salvation Front (NDSF) 49 34.27%
Romanian Democratic Convention (RDC) alliance 34 23.78%
National Salvation Front (NSF) 18 12.59%
Romanian National Unity Party 14 9.79%
Hungarian Democratic Union of Romania 12 8.39%
Greater Romania Party (Romania Mare) 6 4.20%
Romanian Democratic Agrarian Party 5 3.50%
Socialist Labour Party 5 3.50%
Total 143
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Democratic Convention of Romania (RDC) 122 35.57%
Social Democracy Party of Romania (PDSR) 91 26.53%
Social Democratic Union (USD) 53 15.45%
Hungarian Democratic Union of Romania (UDMR) 25 7.29%
Romania Mare Party (PMR) 19 5.54%
Romanian National Unity Party (PUNR) 18 5.25%
Minority organisations 15 4.37%
Total 343
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Democratic Convention of Romania (RDC) 53 37.06%
Social Democracy Party of Romania (PDSR) 41 28.67%
Social Democratic Union (USD) 23 16.08%
Hungarian Democratic Union of Romania (UDMR) 11 7.69%
Romania Mare Party (PMR) 8 5.59%
Romanian National Unity Party (PUNR) 7 4.90%

Total 143
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Social Democracy Pole of Romania (PDSR) 1155 " 44.93%
Romania Mare Party (Party of Greater Romania) 84 24.35%
Democratic Party 31 8.99%
National Liberal Party 30 8.70%
Hungarian Democratic Union of Romania (UDMR) 27 7.83%
Group of the National Minarities 18 5.22%
Total 345
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Social Democracy Pole of Romania (PDSR) 65 " 46.43%
Romania Mare Party (Party of Greater Romania) 37 26.43%
Democratic Party 13 9.29%
National Liberal Party 13 9.29%
Hungarian Democratic Union of Romania (UDMR) 12 8.57%
Total 140
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Social Democratic Party (PSD) 113 35.99%
Humanist Party of Romania (PUR) 19 6.05%
National Liberal Party (PNL) 64 20.38%
Democratic Party (PD) 48 15.29%
Party of Greater Romania (PRM) 48 15.29%
Hungarian Democratic Union of Romania (UDMR) 22 7.01%
Total 314
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PSD 46 33.58%
Humanist Party of Romania 11 8.03%
PNL 28 20.44%
PD 21 15.33%
Party of Greater Romania 21 15.33%
Hungarian Democratic Union of Romania (UDMR) 10 7.30%
Total 137
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Premier-Presidentialism and Political Stability:
Comparing Romania with Ukraine

Jung-hsiang Tsai * & Peng-hsiang Shih**

Abstract

The conventional wisdom on comparative constitutional engineering argues,
on the basis of the successful experiences of France and Portugal, that the operation
of premier-presidentialism (one subtype of semi-presidentialism) has been more
stable than the operation of president-parliamentarism (the other subtype of semi-
presidentialism). However, some newly democratized countries which have chosen
premier-presidentialism have witnessed political instability. This paper aims to
explore why these countries have suffered from political instability and to identify
the crucial factors which facilitate the democratic workability of premier-
presidentialism, by way of analyzing these negative cases.

Past research claims that the constellation of political parties in the parliament
is the key factor affecting political stability and also suggests that if the president’s
party is included in the ruling coalition, then it can substantially contribute to the
political stability of premier-presidentialism. After delving into the cases of
Romania and Ukraine, this paper further argues that not only do we need to observe
whether the president’s party is in the coalition, but we also need to examine
whether the president’s party has a dominant position in the coalition. If the prime
minister’s party, rather than the president’s party, takes the helm in the coalition,
presidential power and authority may be constrained, thereby leading to the clashes
between the president and prime minister and sometimes to serious political
instability. In contrast, when the president’s party leads the coalition, conflicts
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between the president and prime minister are less likely, leading to greater political
stability.

Keywords: Premier-Presidentialism, Political Stability, Ruling Coalition, Romania,
Ukraine



